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The Mystique 
Of a Mistake 


John Thomas Bonee, O.P. 

“WOLF! WOLF!” shouted 
my teachers. For a long time 
[ carried a gun. But after a 
while, like so many others, I 
just forgot about the whole 
thing. “Wolf!” continued to 
be the cry, but I could never 
see anything but a friendly, if 


somewhat wild and _ frolic- 
some puppy. 
[I mean Communism. Per- 


haps you don’t think that a 
major political philosophy 
which has merited the explicit 
condemnation of the Church 
is comparable to so harmless 
a creature as a puppy. But 
remember—even a puppy can 
be a mad dog. The point is 
that too many of our pamph- 
leteers and extrovert editors 
have dwelt upon the power 
and menace of Communism 
until they themselves seem in- 
effectual and frustrated. 

Communism constitutes an 
interesting paradox: it is a 
suocess and it is a failyre.” In 
the United States, the Com- 
munist Party candidate has 
never received more than 
60,000 votes in a national elec- 
tion. This pitiful few includes 
fellow-travelers and _ other 
sympathizers, not merely 
party members. Yet no one 
can deny that communism is 
a force. How can so small a 
group attract so much atten- 
tion and have such influence? 
Sixty thousand Communists 
and near-Communists can set 
the world on fire—sometimes 
literally—while some 25,000,- 
000 Catholics have little influ- 
ence. Why? 

A European would tell you 
that the driving force behind 
Communism is its mystique— 
a strange word to realists like 
ourselves who are accustomed 
to think of the Commies in 
terms of nightsticks and tear 
gas. But this is the answer, 
Communists are men with an 
idea and an ideal. Commun- 
ism is a way of life. It is a 
type of living, moving, dy- 
namic spirituality. : 


OMMUNISTSREALIZE 
(that’s more than mere 
knowing) that all is not right 
with the world. They see and 
recognize the materia!—and 
the spiritual—exploitation of 
(Continued on page 7) 








Alma Redemptoris Mater 
OVING Mother of our Re- 


{Mr. Douglass, before the 
| Civil War, was at the home of 
an Abolitionist who turned 
out to be prejudiced.—Ed. | 


HEN TEA-TIME CAME, 

I found that Mr. Hilles 
had lost his appetite and 
could not come to the table. 
I suspected his trouble was 
|colorphobia, and though I re- 
igretted this malady, I knew 
his case was not necessarily 
dangerous; and I[ was not 
without some confidence in 
my skill and ability in heal- 
ing diseases of that type. I 
was, however, so affected by 
his condition that I could not 
eat much of the pie and cake 
| before me, and felt so little in 
[harmony with things about 
|me that I was, for me,. re- 
}markably reticent during the 
evening, both before and after 
lthe family worship, for Mr. 
Hilles was a pious man. 


| When meeting-time came, 





deemer, thou gate leading |Mr. Hilles brought his fine 


to héaven and star of the sea: 
help the falling people who 
seek to rise, thou who, all na- 
ture wondering, didst give 
birth to thy holy Creator: Vir- 
gin always, hearing that greet- 
ing from Gabriel’s lips, take 


pity on sinuers. 
_ Hymn from Compline for: Advent 


omens 








phaeton to the door, assisted 
his wife in, and, although 
there were two vacant seats 
in his carriage, there was no 
room in it for me. He merely 
said, “You can find your way 
to the town hall, I suppose?” 
“IT suppose I can,” I replied 
and started along behind his 





carriage on the dusty road 
toward the village. I found 
the hall, and was very glad to 
see in my audience the face of 
good Mrs. Hilles. Her hus- 
band was not there, but had 
gone to his church. There was 
no one to introduce me, and 
I proceeded without introduc- 
tion. I held my audience until 
twelve o’clock noon and then 
took the usual recess of Sun- 
day meetings in country 
towns, to allow the people to 
take their lunch. No one in- 
vited me to lunch, so I re- 
mained in the town hall till 
the audience assembled again, 
when I spoke until nearly 
three o’clock, When the people 
again dispersed, and left me 
as before. 


Y THIS TIME I began to 

be hungry, and seeing a 
small hotel near, I went into 
it and offered to buy a meal; 
but I was told “they did not 
entertain niggers there.” I 
went back to the old town 
hall hungry and cold, for an 
infant “New England north- 
easter” was beginning to chill 
the air, and a drizzling rain to 
fall. [saw that my movements 
were being observed from 
the comfortable homes 
around, with apparently some- 





From “Dawn.” Published by St. Joseph's Academy, Crookston, Minnesota. 


“1 Was Hungry, | Was Homeless” 





thing of the feeling that chil- 
dren might experience in see- 
ing a bear prowling about 
town. There was a graveyard 
near the town hall, and at- 
tracted thither, I felt some re- | 
lief in contemplating the rest- 
ing-places of the dead, where 
there was an end to all dis- 
tinctions between rich and 
poor, white and colored, high 
and low. 

While thus meditating on 
the vanities of the world and 
my own loneliness and desti- 
tution, and recalling the sub- 
lime pathos of the saying of 
Jesus, “The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have | 
nests, but the Son of Man 
hath nowhere to lay His 
head,” I was _ approached 
rather hesitatingly by a gen- 
tleeman who inquired my 
name. “My name is Doug- 
lass,” I replied. “You do not! 
seem to have any place to! 
stay while in town.” I told} 
him I had not. “Well,” said 
he, “I am no Abolitionist, but 
if you will go with me I will 
take care of you.” I thanked 
him and turned with him 
toward his fine residence. On 
the way I asked him his name. 
“Moses Norris,” he said. 
“What! Hon. Moses Norris?” 

(Continued on page 7) 





Housing 


Report of the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference 1312 
Mass. Ave., N. W., Washing- 
ton 5, D. C. Seminar on Prob- 
lems of the Negro. 


‘THE PROBLEM of housing 
is a very serious one in 
our country. The problem of 
providing decent housing for 
Negroes is the most acute and 
complex part of this general 
housing need. It is the prob- 
lem of “providing suitable ac- 
commodations in well-planned 
neighborhoods at rates which 
the various income groups 
can afford to pay.” We recog- 
nize that bad housing condi- 
tions for Negroes is not a 
problem of recent origin but 
one of long standing. How- 
ever, during the recent war 
and since the end of the war, 
the situation has been ag- 
gravated by the migrations of 
large groups of our popula- 
tion and the return of young 
married veterans. The exist- 
ing evils of discrimfination, 
segregation, exploitation and 


overcrowding have been mag- 


nified. 


Basic in the field of hous- 
ing has been discrimination 
against the Negro. Too often 
the Negro has been allowed to 
buy or rent only “run-down” 
properties. In urban housing, 
too frequently he was con- 
sidered under a quota system 
and not according to his 
needs. Restrictive covenants 
that keep Negroes out of cer- 
tain neighborhoods or the 
threat of mob violence has 
created a fear and a spirit of 
defeatism in the hearts of 
many who sought decent 
housing in areas not already 
previously available to Ne- 
groes. 

This discrimination is not 
openly avowed by housing 
authorities, and by others in- 
terested in developing hous- 
ing but is in fact carried out 
in their work and shown in 
the results of their actions. 
Paternalism, rather than right 
and justice, often motivates 
those directly responsible for 
correcting the evil of poor 
NMousing. 

Discrimination has perhaps 
its widest application in the 
undemocratic fact of segrega- 
tion. Negroes are forced into 
poorer areas and into the least 
desirable houses. Even new 
public housing projects have 

(Continued on page 6) 








Prince of Peace 


A light shall shine upon 
us this day: for Our Lord is 
born to us; and He shall be 
called wonderful, God, the 
prince of peace, the father 
of the world to come; of 
Whose reign there shall be 


no end, 
—Isaiah ix-Introit from Day-Break 
Mass en Christmas Day 


tema 
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1946 AT FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 


194 HAS BEEN A YEAR OF TESTING and trial, 
yet a year full of the mercy and grace of 
God; a year of challenging vistas; a year of launching 
out again into the deep for the needs of the times. As 
we round out this year in unison with the Church and 
look forward to Advent, it may be good to have a look 
at the record. , 

There was the opening of our SUMMER SCHOOL 
OF INTERRACIAL TECHNIQUES on a farm at Mara- 
thon, Wisconsin, in which for the first time in America 
a Catholic summer session was devoted to the problems 
of jimcrowism and the Mystical Body of Christ. Now 
lay people and priests, dents and seminarians can 
come each summer and see the close connection between 
our Faith and the burning need to live its principles 
without guile or compromise. For the aim of the school 
is to show that the watering down of Christ’s principles 
in regard to race relations is but one aspect of the gen- 
eral watering down of Christ’s principles in all fields of 
life and action today. 

Then there was the beginning of the INFORMATION 
CENTER in Canada, a place of rural retreat where new- 
comers to the staff of Friendship House go apart for a 
while and study“and contemplate and live as one fam- 
ily before they separate to be sent out to one of our 
Friendship House branches. It’s a sort of training cen- 
ter for those who want to devote their lives, or at least 
a few years, to pitching in on the enormous work to be 
done by Catholics in America with regard to the Negro. 

We were not allowed to forget that the devil is still 
sy; when-he-put it inte the -hearts-of some white men 
this summer to do violence to four of our workers be- 
cause one of them was colored. We are thankful to God 
that it stopped short of a riot, though not much more 
would have been needed to get one going. 

Again, we were so often on the verge of want that | 
we began to learn what it means to rejoice at having 
such an obvious share in Christ’s poverty. We went out 
into the highways and byways to beg... and we prayed 
all together. Each month, in fact, has found us scurry- 
ing around bothering St. Joseph, Blessed Martin, St. An- 
thony and a host of their earthly friends to help us get 
up the amount needed to pay bills—especially that 
rent—to get food and meet emergencies—and even to 
think up new ways of explaining why we couldn't pay. 

The miracle of God’s providence is before you read- 
ers, who have been witness to the almost nine years of 
our existence during which He has provided all things 
well .. . though we were often down to a box of corn- 
flakes (without milk) ... though people who ‘came in to 

beg from us remained to donate to us. You have seen 
three houses started and, this year, a fourth on its 
way ...on nothing but faith—and a few friends. 


OU OUR FRIENDS, who have stuck by us through 
thick and thin, who have supplied our eager hands 
with the chance to devote our full time to this work, who 
have often kept up our courage and come to our aid, who 
have understood what the barrier of segregation is— 
and how it has wounded the heart of Christ in His Mys- 
tical Body; you our friends, whose hands seemingly have | 
never tired of trying to lift the knife of hate and preju-| 
dice that tears the oneness of our common brotherhood 
so tragically—how well you have understood! How 
much you have entrusted into our often clumsy hands! 
How much you have done to love God through loving 
your neighbor, helping us to reestablish the dignity of} 
all men, especially of the colored man in this country. 
So this year of 1946 has been a year of BEATITUDE. 
POOR in state and in spirit ... MOURNING for the evil 
in the world and for the wounds inflicted on humanity 
by man’s indifference or callousness to the burning love 
of Christ .. . PEACEMAKING, by trying to bind up 
those wounds and by helping the sick, the needy, the 
downtrodden .. . . trying to be MEEK, yet never held 






















Chr 

















Gloria Wimppy 





istmas in the Clubroom 


and becomes almost a fairy- 


HE EARTH SEEMS TO,the other is half torn out. 
TURN faster when you|(Has anyone any sugges- 


land during the Christmas 


are living at Friendship House 
|than any place else I know. 
|It seems'as tho we have just 


tions?) Then we pasted the 
collars on. After this first cos- 
tume was finished we felt 
wonderful, only + nineteen 





finished the beach season and | more to do! 


it is already time to get ready 
for Christmas. The 
Scouts, Brownies, Cub Scouts, 
and Tiny Tots are going to 
present a Christmas pageant 
called “Prophets and Kings.” 
Yesterday, Audrey and I 
started training the girls in 
singing carols and marching 
slowly in a nice straight line 
as they sing. Sounds simple, 
doesn’t it? But what a mess! 
You’d think they’d never 
heard of “Silent Night” 
though they sing it every year 
in school. We had eight fa- 
miliar carols picked out for 
them to practice but by_the 
@nd of the afternoon we had 
covered only three and not 
very satisfactorily at that. 
The costumes are another 
headache. We thought the 
children would look so cute 
in little red choir robes with 
round white collars and big 
white bows under their chins, 
carrying red lighted candles 
in their right hands. So Gloria 
and I rushed downtown and 
bought twenty rolls of red 
crepe paper before the Christ- 


mas rush starts. Then came | 


the fun of making those gor- 
geous creations. It took us 
half the afternoon to cut out 
a pattern from newspaper. 
Finally we got one that looked 
something like the idea in our 
minds and proceeded to make 
one out of red crepe paper. It 
was easy enough to sew up 
the seams on the machine, but 
when it came to putting in 
the sleeves and sewing on the 
collar made of white wrap- 


Girl | 


E TOOK IT DOWN to 
the clubroom and tried. 
lit on Willa Mae, the only one 
jit could possibly fit. But it 
| didn’t exactly fit her the way 
iwe had imagined it either. 
|The shoulders were about 
{three inches too wide and 
lcrepe paper doesn’t hang in 
graceful folds the way choir 
robes are supposed to. It just 
sticks out all around and 
,made Willa Mae look like one 
of the big red balloons with a 
head and feet on them that 


|peonle -are.alwavs.selling on | 
[street corners. We changed | He hagud beslepend on people _ 


the pattern a bit and every 
afternoon the volunteers from 
Manhattanville struggle with 
red crepe paper, scissors, and 
pins. 

We are going to charge ad- | 
/mission to this stupendous | 
production to pay for ma- 
terials for our children’s work 
so it is important that we 
don’t have any uninhibited 
characters who like to express 
themselves too much in the 
important roles. Last year, 
Frank, who was the angel 
bringing tidings of great joy 
in a baritone voice from the 
top of a ten-foot stepladder, | 
got annoyed and threw his | 
cardboard halo at one of the 
shepherds in a most vicious 
}and unangelic manner. We 
have solved that problem by 
having the Cub Scouts, the 
best behaved of all the boys, 
take the male parts. 

In spite of all the headaches 





|season. As soon as the creche 
is in the window an interest 
in the divine mysteries is 
| aroused even among the Tiny 
Tots who are quite devoted to 
the Baby Jesus. 

FTER THE PLAY the most 
Be ceocrtant thing, of course, 
is the Christmas party when 
Santa Claus (who spends the 
rest of the year in a Josephite 
seminary) arrives to hand out 
the toys to nearly two hun- 
‘dred boys and girls, after 
|which we have ice cream and 
jcandy. Already they are talk- 
|ing about what they hope to 
get and we are praying that 
they'll get most of them. 
(We'll tell you a little secret. 
Santa doesn’t really have all 
those little elves and brownies 
'to make toys as is rumored. 








who have the Spirit of Christ- 
mas and a love of children in 
their hearts.) 

any Catholic clubs, 
schools, or individuals would 
like to help Santa take care 
of-the Friendship House Cubs 
this year please send presents 
for children from three years 
to sixteen. The Brownies, Girl 
Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Boy 
Scouts are very eager to get 
any Scout articles, such as 
socks, hats, belts, flashlights, 
etc. The Teen-Agers like 
socks, pins, bracelets, neck- 
ties, and playing cards. Of 


|course, the Tiny Tots like 


candy and the ustial toys, 
such as dolls, games, etc. If 
anyone would like to give 
presents to be used in the 
‘clubroom such as shellcraft 
| kits, clay, art equipment, ping 
/pong balls, doll furniture, or 
bingo games, it would be a 
‘big help. No gift is too small. 
'The tiniest gift will make 


ping paper that was another | there is nothing that is more | some child happy 


Zz 


story. We ended up by sew-|fun or more satisfying than | 
ing sleeves in by hand (a deli-| working with ‘children at 
cate and messy job). You no|Christmas. The  clubroom 
sooner get one sewn in than'takes on a new atmosphere | 








back by self-respect or public opinion . 5 § HUNGERING 
FOR JUSTICE always and seeking ever new Ways and | 
means to win it for all men... being MERCIFUL and 
CLEAN OF HEART, for we hope to see God . . . SUF-| 





nothing human is alien to a Christian. Especially can 
the persecution of the darker brother be no matter of in- | 
difference to us; rather, gladly do we suffer with our| 


—By Betty Leonard. 


Immaculate Conception 

Who is she that cometh 
forth as the morning ris- 
ing, fair as the moon, bright 
as the sun, terrible as an 
army set in array. 


|—Communion from the Mass of the 


| FERING PERSECUTION FOR JUSTICE’S SAKE. For | 


Feast, Dec. 8% 





Morning Prayer 
V. Look down upon thy 


ings and in God’s love. 


To be a Catholic means to “carry the whole world in 
your heart.” Translated into the American idiom, to be beauty of the Lord our God 
a Catholic means never to cease working till the Negro| be upon us, and direct Thou 
in America can live, work, study, play, and pray just|*he work of our hands over 


like the rest of men. 


This is our work for 1947 and the years to come. 


: 





| Negro brothers because we thus share in their suffer-| servants, O Lord, and upon 


\the works of thy hands, and 
| direct their offspring. 
| R. And let the glorious 


us; yea the work of our hands 


do thou direct. ; 
—From the office of Prime 

















Harlem Nativity 


NEW BABY has arrivedjer on top and the rats were 


in Harlem, We go with 
joy to see her because the 
other children in her family 
come into the club and Ma- 
donna Flat and are as bright 
and charming as new pennies. 
But this new little child of 
God has not even swaddling 
clothes nor a manger. Her 
father has been on strike. He 
hated to do this for he and his 
family -starve at the same 
time. The strike is a weapon 
of last resort for the working 
man between him and slav- 
ery. It is a two edged sword 
without a handle, hurting him 
more than those against 
whom it is wielded. 


There is no gentle ox nor/|S.J., 


through in no time. 

The only gifts Friendship 
House had were a few little 
shirts and blankets and a little 
bonnet and bootees crocheted 
for Dorothy Day’s grand- 
daughter, Susanna. We knew 
they wouldn’t begrudge them 
to this child. When Jim gets 
back he can go up and fix up 
the rat holes the way he 
did those in Madonna Flat. 
There is plaster on to 
mixed with brillo on the 
inside where it will hurt 
the rats’ teeth. This last might 
not be the technique of St. 
Francis nor Blessed Martin 
but it works, Deo gratias! 

When Father Hamilton, 
spoke at Friendship 


ass here where the child lies} House on his way back to his 


in the middle of a big bed. The 
only animals are hungry rats 
and a little fox terrier which 
can only manage to keep them 
out of his dish. The landlord 
sent a man to stop the ratholes 
but he was merely a hireling. 
He stuffed newspapers into 
the hole and put a little plast- 


leper colony in the Philip- 
pines he said he wished 
money could be spent to help 
the children he had _ seen 
instead of in buying useless 
monuments in cemeteries or 
in cat and dog endowments. 
And I’m sure the Magi would 
agree with him. 


Negro Sanctity 


By Joseph G. McGroarty 


ORE than ever before, in- 


: fled from his master and took 


tense local and national| refuge in a wilderness near 
attention is being focused on | the Egyptian border. Here he 


the burning question of inter- 
racial relations especially as it 
concerns Negro - white inter- 
ests. In the presence of so 
much bitterness and misun- 
derstanding brought about by 
selfish and unsympathetic ap- 
proaches to the problem it is 
a comfort to reflect upon the 
fact that the Catholic Church 
draws no color line in extend- 
ing her official, definitive and 
public recognition to heroic 
virtue. The Church has beat- 
ified and canonized members 
of the Negro race, thereby 
eaenine them to all other 

atholics as worthy of vener- 
ation and imitation. 


Among the Negroes the 
Catholic Church has canon- 
ized are St. Moses, St. Eles- 
baan and St. Benedict the 
Moor. She has beatified 
Blessed Martin de_ Porres, 
Blessed Abba Ghebre - Mi- 
chael, and the Blessed Mar- 
tyrs of Uganda. 


T. MOSES lived in the 
fourth century. Accord- 
ing to the best accounts of his 
life, his early years were 
spent in slavery to a wealthy 
public official of Ethiopia. 
The youth was blessed with a 
splendid physique and with 
great bodily strength. To- 
gether with his physical 
prowess, however, went a 
surly disposition and a violent 
temper. His readiness to 
quarrel and to fight brought 
him many _ severe _ punish- 
ments from his master. Pun- 
ishment, however, only 
served to intensify the hatred 
of Moses for those about him. 
And finally in one of his sud- 
den outbursts of anger he 
slew a fellow slave. 


To escape the severe pen- 





joined a band of robbers and 
it was not long before his 
strength, ferocity and daring 
won him the leadership of this 
roving gang of thieves. For 
fifteen years they waylaid 
travelers and terrorized the 
tiny border villages, skill- 
fully eluding every attempt at 
capture until finally the 
countryside rose against ther. 
Moses was forced to flee the 
country. This time he went 
to the Desert of Scete where 
he found no one but hermits, 
holy men who had put aside 
all the allurements and dis- 
tractions of the world to de- 
vote themselves entirely to 
prayer and _ contemplation. 
From the hermits he could 
not steal because they pos- 
sessed nothing of value. What 
little they. had they readily 
shared with him. The fugi- 
tive was much impressed by 
the holy and unselfish life of 
these men. Little by little, as 
the grace of God worked in 
his soul, thanks 


F riendship House 
Summer School 


Are you interested in 
our Summer School of 
Interracial Techniques? 
Do you want to learn 
more about the lay apos- 
tolate? Write for de- 
tails to 

Monica Durkin, 

St. Joseph’s Farm, 

Marathon City, Wis. 


A SICK SOCIETY 


We no longer open our 
peace conferences “in the 
Name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy 
Holy Ghost.” From having 
made an-sunjust and unwise 
peace after the last war, we 
are quite unable to make 
peace at all after this one. We 
no longer count marriage as a 
sacrament and cannot even 
preserve contractual mar- 
riage. It is considered inde- 
cent to talk about eternal 
truths, so we have the curious 
phenomenon of having noth- 
ing really important to say, 
with magnificent instruments 
for saying it. Considering 
health an end in itself, we are 
quite unhealthy. Refusing to 
fast, we haven’t the strength 
to resist black markets. Every 
single branch of our society 
is sick. 

Peter Michaels in “In- 
tegrity,” 1556 York Ave., 

New York 28. 








the sick and aged hermits in 
the desert about him. And 
at all times he struggled 
fiercely and patiently against 
the suggestions of the devil 
and the evil inclinations of 
his own unruly passions. On 
one occasion he admitted to 
Father Isa hat he felt he 
mustfive up the fight. it wa 
too much for him. The sins 
of his youth still had too great 
a hold upon him. Then the 
good priest showed Moses a 
vision of God’s angels fighting 
to ward off the attacks of the 
enemies of our souls. “See, 
my Brother,” said the priest, 
“God sends his angels to pro- 
tect us.” Father Isadore then 
went on to explain that God’s 
grace is always sufficient for 
our needs. All we need do is 
ask God for His heavenly help 
and then make use of it. 

This vision and Father Isa- 
dore’s explanation gave to 
Moses the strength and confi- 


to their | dence he needed. Never again 


sinfulness and futility of his 
earlier days. 
undertake a difficult task, to 
work and pray for his own 
conversion. 


To avoid as far as possible 
all occasions of sin, and to re- 
move as best he could the 
memories of his past tempta- 
tions, Moses went further into 
the desert. Here he sought 
the advice and guidance of a 
saintly old hermit priest, 
Father Isadore. The priest 
received Moses with great 
love and kindness and gave 
him every prayerful encour- 
agement for the tremendous 
task of conversion. For at 
first, the robber felt chained 
to his sins and at times almost 
despaired of ever becoming 


alty for his crime, the Negro | virtuous. 


Moses retired to a tiny 


Let not our soul, weighed|™mountain cave where he 


down by crime 


prayed and fasted in penance 


And forgetting what is eter-| for all his past misdeeds. As 


nal, 
Be earth-tied by her sins. 


special acts of penance he em- 
braced every opportunity to 


inclined to despair of God’s 


He decided to|Mercy toward the sinner. 


Having overcome this great 
initial obstacle to his spiritual 
progress, Moses now rapidly 
advanced in holiness and vir- 
tue. His progress in the way 
of perfection was due in great 
part to his humility. He al- 
ways remembered his own sin- 
fulness and his utter depend- 
ence on God. 

The conversion of Moses 
and his great holiness of life 
soon became widely known. 
Hermits came to him from 
afar to seek his guidance and 
direction. Reports of his new 
life even reached some of his 
former companions in crime. 
These wicked men hated their 
old leader for his changed 
way of living. In his con- 





Credit 
In last month’s paper we 
neglected to thank the Catho- 
lie Library World for Sister 
Madeleva’s article, Reading 


—From the hymn for Vespers.' perform acts of kindness for for the Future. Sorry! 





Negro At 


Crossroads 


By Catherine de Hueck 


Jim, a Catholic Negro, came 
to me one evening to say 
goodbye. He was going to join 
the Communist party, and 
that meant to him—and cor- 
rectly so— that he was 
through with the Church. He 
wanted to say goodbye, be- 
cause we two were friends. 


I tried my best to dissuade 
him from the fateful step, and 
after having argued half the 
evening away, tried to picture 
to him in detail what a hell 
Russia had been in past years 
under the Communists. Then 
I asked if that was what he 
wanted for the U.S.A. He 
answered so quietly, that I 
had to lean over to hear his 
words—“Did you ever stop to 
think, Miss Catherine, that I 
am a Negro living in the 
U.S.A., and that it really 
means living if hell for me— 
and that I might, just might, 
be lonely enough in that hell 
to want some company?” 


Before I could answer, he 
was gone. 


I was not surprised. 


Tense are the Harlems of |: 


America. Tense, desolate, and 
fearsome. The shadow of race 
riots is falling over them. You 
see, don’t you, that the Negro 
is at the Crossroads of his 
destiny? That the harvest is 
ripe? Quo Vadis, Colored 
America? ., . Will it be to the 
Communists or back to your 
Father’s house? ... 

‘Iam sorely afraid, and my 
eyes are weary, looking for 
the Veronicas and the Simons 
of Christ’s passion in the 
Negro. His skin is black 
today, but the cross is the 


more often than He did then. 

Where are the Veronicas 
and the Simons? All I see are 
White Catholics who pass 
Christ in the Negro with their 
heads high, telling Him to get 
out of their way! 

What Have Communists 

Done? 

Many times I have wonder- 
ed about my Communist 
friends. Doubtless, most of 
them were sincere. 

“Yet, what have they done? 
Have they ever founded an 
orphanage, a hospital, a hos- 
pice for the dying, an old 
people’s home? Have they 
ever organized a group such 
as the Little Sisters of the 
Poor, or the Nazareth Sisters, 
or any other group that gives 
its life to working among the 
poor? 

Are their soup kitchens acts 
of love, or devices for spead- 
ing propaganda? Are their 
acts of charity more com- 
mendable than those pér- 
formed for the poor by the 
members of Tammany Hall in 
the unceasing quest for votes? 

What have they done for 
education, except to teach the 
doctrines of atheism and ma- 
terialism—that wreck souls? 

What great good have they 
brought into the world? 

What great good has the 
Church neglected? 

Why are the Communists so 
blind as not to see that only 
if they love God can they 
really love, and help, their 
fellow men? 

And why are we Catholics 
so blind as not to see that in 
neglecting to live up to our 
Faith we are fostering the 


same, and so is the crown of |unfaith and the misery of our 


thorns, and He stumbles and 


a5-He.did-two theusand:|—May God have wnerey of ust 7 


years ago. Perhaps He falls 





version they saw only a re- 
proach to their own sins and 
they decided to seek revenge. 
They went out into the desert 
determined to force Moses 
back into his earlier ways, 
only to be converted them- 
selves by the good example of 
his holiness and patience. 


Moses had sought in his life 
as a hermit to avoid every 
kind of honor and dignity. In 
his great humility he con- 
sidered himself altogether un- 
worthy to become a priest. It 
was only in his old age that 
he finally consented to re- 
ceive the sacrament of Holy 
Orders. To this great honor 
was soon added another, that 
of martyrdom. At this time a 
savage tribe of warring Ma- 
zics overran the Desert of 
Scete. The invading barbari- 
ans killed Moses and many of 
his holy brothers in religion. 


N THE SIXTH CENTURY 

the land of Ethiopia gave a 
second Negro saint to the 
Church. This time it was a 
king, St. Elesbaan, also known 
as Caleb. The life of this saint 
and the life of his earlier 
countryman, St. Moses, have 
one striking feature in com- 
mon. They both achieved 
sanctity late in life, after 
abandoning questionable 
wordly pursuits. 


During the reign of King 
Elesbaan his subject people in 
the province of Himyar, 
across the Red Sea, rose in re- 
volt against the authority of 
the Aksumite Ethiopians. The 
Himparites were led in their 
rebellion by an infidel named 
Dunaan. Supported by his 


| brothers? 


From Friendship House 





coreligionists, Dunaan suc- 
ceeded in overcoming two 
strongholds of Christianity, 
the Himparite cities of Safar 
and Nagran. 


The conquering forces 
massacred the Ethiopian gar- 
risons. With ruthless cruelty 
they put to death all Christian 
inhabitants who refused to 
deny the faith of Christ. 
Priests and religious were 
thrown alive ‘into pits of 
burning oil. Women and chil- 
dren were tortured. In all, 
about four thousand persons 
suffered death for their faith. 
The victors either destroyed 
the Catholic churches or else 
turned them into temples of 
| false worship. 
| 


When news of these out- 
rages reached Christian rulers 
in other parts of the world 
Elesbaan was urged to take 
immediate action. The king 
needed little urging; he set 
out at once with a large mili- 
tary force to avenge the 
slaughtered Christians and to 
recover his royal power in 
Himyar. When the opposing 
forces met, the rebellious 
Dunaan was slain and the in- 
surrection put down. The 
Ethiopian restored the cap- 
tured cities and appointed a 
new viceroy. In memory of 
the holy martyrs slain by the 
rebels Elesbaan built a mag- 
nificent church at Nagran. 

(Continued next month) 





O, how precious is the 
death of the Saints, who con- 
tinually stand before the 
Lord, and are not separated 


from one another. 
—Antiphon from the Feast of All 
Saints. 
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The 


Casita 


Teaching Interracialism 


HAT EDDIE JOHNSON, 

who seems to have few 
ideas beyond that of getting 
the basketball out of the toy 
closet and aiming it at the 
nearest statue, should have a 
very concrete idea on his sta- 
tus as a Negro was a revela- 


tion. That beneath his impish 
little smile, and the ragged, 
not-too-clean clothing which 
have an air of hanging on 
tight or they won’t go along 
with Eddie, there was a little 
mind all too aware of the fact 
that “white people don’t like 
Negroes, and that’s why 
Negroes have to live in awful 
nlaces” was more than a little 
vad. But there it was—in 
Sddie who is not yet nine, but 
whose social conscience has 
been pricked almost to a point 
of disillusionment. 


It all came out on the day 
we first tried to direct indoc- 
trination of the children in 
interracial justice—in just 
what Friendship House _ is 
working for. For long we have 
worked on the policy of in- 
terracial leadership. As Mar- 
garet Halsey... brings out 
strongly in her new _ book, 
Color-Blind, “Example is bet- 
ter than precept. Children 
are naturally imitative and 
are much influenced by the 
behavior of adults. When they 
see adults of both races work- 
ing together on a common 
job, it impresses them at 
deeper levels of their minds 
than lectures, or even than 
the companionship of chil- 
dren of another race.” Our 
interracial aspect; through 
and through, has been of 
definite value in the Casita. 


white a colored children 
play together, so_ strongly 
recommended by authorities, 
among them our own Chicago 
Mayor’s Commission on Hu- 
man Relations, has been in 
our case an impossibility. Be- 
cause we are in a highly seg- 
regated neighborhood, there 
are no white children to 
draw on. 


E BEGAN LOGICALLY 

with our patron, Blessed 
Martin, who in his interracial 
parenthood and his very life 
was an instrument of inter- 
racial peace. From there, we 
have tried to build a pride in 
the accomplishments of the 








Negro in the children, stress- 
ing the things that they can 


do to. help. 


And now we have come to 
discussions which bring out 
points. 
“White people are sometimes 

¢ 9 2 “ 
nice,” concedes Richard. “One 


some very salient 


time when my mother and I 
were going to St. Louis, 
mother lost her purse and a 
white lady found it. They be- 
came friends.” Catharine re- 
members the day she smiled 
brightly at a little white girl 
on the el train. The little 
white girl came over and 
slapped her. 

Constantly the point that 
white people don’t want to 
live around Negroes is 
brought up. Without my de- 
manding a reason, it is evi- 
dent that the Young minds are 
searching gropingly for the 
“why.” David thinks it is be- 
cause “colored people make 
so much noise.” Shirley specu- 
lates on the matter of colored 
people not having much 
money. No one seems to be 
able to hit the nail on the 
head. One is heartened at the 
‘lack of bitterness but notices 
a very reluctant acceptance of 
what Richard calls “the way 
for colored people.” 

A balance is struck when 
Roberta notes that there are 
bad boys at her school and 
they are colored. Then some- 
one remembers that Miss 
Betty is white and so is Mr. 
Bill. And Richard closes off 
with the comment that col- 
ored people should come 
around and meet the white 
folks at Friendship House, for 
they are nice. 

The discussion concludes 

























lunch. In one minute, interest 
is concentrated on all-day 
suckers and the circle game 
for the afternoon. Our ten 
minutes on interracialism has 
taught us probably more than 
the children. It 
they are thinking. They are 
not bitter, but they are look- 
ing for a reason. At eight or 
nine or ten, they are trying to 
figure prejudice out. Rest as- 
sured, they are going to con- 
tinue questioning. And if we 
fail to answer, or waver in 
fear that they are not ready 
for full democracy and real 
Christianity, can we expect 
them to accept either? 
—Betty Schneider. 


Monsignor Sheen Sees Hope for Russia 


First of the three signs of 
hope that the Eastern Catholic 
Church may unite East and 
West, Monsignor Sheen said, 
is the power of fellowship in 
the Eastern Church. “We of 
the West,” he said, “are inclin- 
ed to be individualists even 
in religion. The Eastern peo- 
ple by nature are social and 
communal. The very existence 
of communism in Russia is 
possible only because it is an 
ersatz satisfaction for this 
togetherness and solidarity.” 


The second reason for hope, 
he said, is the permission 
granted by communist Russia 
for the dissident Orthodox 
Church to resume a slight 
measure of religious freedom, 
“though this tolerance by the 
communists has been  pur- 
chased at the cost of becoming 


a political lackey for a totali- 


tarian ideology.” 
“It remains true,” he con- 


tinued, “that since the Russian 
Orthodox Church has a valid 





priesthood and _ episcopacy 
every time a Mass is celebrat- 
ed in Russia, Christ renews 
His Calvary-in the midst of 
his executioners, every Bap- 
tism is the birth of a Chris- 
tian, every tabernacle houses 
the Lord of the Universe 
among His enemies; every 
time a priest takes the Lord 
on a sick call past the Krem- 
lin, the shadow of the living 
Christ falls on its walls...” 

The third reason for hope is 
the deep ascetical and spirit- 
ual life of the Eastern dissi- 
dent Church, Monsignor 
Sheen said. 


“When St. Francis 
preached on the holiness of 
poverty, he was a far great- 
er revolutionist than Lenin, 
but he had no blood on his 


hands except the blood of 

the stigmata.” 

Julian Green, Introduction 
to BASIC VERITIES by 
Charles Peguy. 
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As the Jim Crow Flies 


Eighth Capital Sin 
Race prejudice is the 
“eighth Capital sin” of the 
white American, said Rev. 
Francis Gilligan, professor of 
moral theology at St. Paul 
Seminary. Speaking before 
the annual convention of the 
Urban League in St. Louis, he 
declared: “It is acquired early 
through the social environ- 
ment. It is subtle. It is inter- 
| woven with pride, a hunger 
for social advancement. It is 
the fear of social humiliation. 
Yet if the white American has 
achieved a fair degree of suc- 
cess .in grappling with the 
other seven, there is reason to 
believe that he can succeed in 
the struggle against the 
eighth. And he will struggle 
when he is persuaded that 
prejudice is evil.” 


The Whole Gospel 


“Do all of us recognize the 
need of teaching racial justice 
in our schools as an important 
segment of Christian faith 
and practice? Do we intend ¢o 
give the whole Gospel of 
Christ to the people or only 
part of it?” From Archbishop 
Lucey’s address in New Or- 





leans to the convention of the 
Catholic’ Committee of the 
South. 
Full Negro Participation 

Recommended at the 
NCWC five-day seminar on 
Negro problems in Washing- 
ton last July: full Negro par- 
ticipation in all national Cath- 
olic lay organizations; remov- 
al. of discrimination in all 
Catholic schools, churches, 
and hospitals; clergy confer- 
ences on Negro welfare; es- 
tablishment in localities with 
large Negro populations of 
Catholic Inter-racial Councils 
and Friendship Houses; local 
support for FEPC legislation; 
removal of restrictive cove- 
nants in housing; and the use 
of the press and radio in be- 
half of racial justice. (To get 
a copy of the full report, send 
10c in stamps to the Social 
Action Dept., National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference, Wash. 
ton 5, D. C.) 
Negro Curates 

In Bishop Walsh’s Diocese 
of Trenton, two Negro priests 
Father Paul Butler and Fa- 
ther Thomas Jones, are serv- 
ing as curates in white par- 
ishes. 


Frederick Douglass Fights Jim Crow 


Y TREATMENT in the 

use of public convey- 
ances about these times, 1841, 
was extremely rough, es- 
pecially on the “Eastern Rail- 
road, from Boston to Port- 
land.” On that road, as on 
many others, there was a 
mean, dirty, and uncomfort- 
able car set apart for Negro 
travelers called the “Jim 
Crow” car. Regarding this as 
<eTTuit of sla ding 
prejudice and being deter- 
mined to fight the spirit of 
slavery wherever I might find 
it, I resolved to avoid this car, 
though it sometimes required 
some courage to do so. 

The Negro people generally 
accepted the situation and 
complained of me as making 
matters worse rather than 
better by refusing to submit 
to this proscription. I, how- 
ever, persisted, and sometimes 
was soundly beaten by con- 
ductor and brakeman. On one 
occasion six of these “fellows 
of the baser sort,” under the 
direction of the conductor, set 
out to eject me from my seat. 
As usual, I had purchased a 
first-class ticket and paid the 
required sum for it, and on 
the requirement of the con- 
ductor to leave, refused to do 
so, when he called on these 
men to “snake me out.” They 
attempted to obey with an‘air 
which plainly told me they 
relished the job. They, how- 
ever, found me much attached 
to my seat, and in removing 
me I tore away two or three 
of the surrounding ones, on 
which I held with a firm grip, 
and did the car no service in 
some other respects. I was 
strong and muscular, and the 
seats were not then so firmly 
attached or of as solid make 
as now. 

"HE RESULT was. that 

Stephen A. Chase, super- 
intendent of the road, ordered 
all passenger trains to pass 


lived, without stopping. This 
was a great inconvenience to 
the people, large numbers of 
whom did business in Boston 
and at other points on the 
road. Led on, however, by 
James and Jonathan Buffum, 
















Christopher Robinson, Wil: 
liam Bassett, and others, the 
people of Lynn stood bravely 
by me and denounced the 
railroad management in em- 
phatic terms. Mr. Chase made 
reply that a railroad corpora- 
tion was neither a religious 
nor reformatory body; that 
the road was run for the oc- 
commodation of the public, 
and that it required the ex- 


clusion of colored people from __ 


its cars. With an air of tri- 
umph he told us that we 
cught not to expect a railroad 
company to be better than the 
evangelical church, and that 
until the churches abolished 
the “Negro pew” we ought 
not to expect the railroad 
company to abolish the Negro 
car. 

The argument was certainly 
good enough as against the 
church, but good for nothing 
as against the demands of 
justice and equality. My old 
and dear friend, J. N. Buffum 
made a point against the com- 
pany that they “often allowed 
dogs and monkeys to ride in 
first-class cars, and yet ex- 
cluded a man like Frederick 
Douglass!” In a very few 
vears this barbarous practice 
was put away, and I think 
there have been no instances 
of such exclusion during the 
past thirty years; and Negro 
people now, everywhere in 
New England, ride upon equal 
terms with other passengers. 


—From “The Life and 
Times of Frederick Douglass,” 
Pathway Press, New York. 


UNITY 


“The priest and the peo- 
ple offer Christ as a com- 
mon sacrifice to God the 
Father. With this offering 
they offer also their own 
hearts in union with the 
whole human race, and 
THIS JOINT OFFERING 
CONSTITUTES A PRIN- 
CIPLE OF RACIAL UNI- 
TY which must go beyond 
the church and pervade 
every phase of our social 
and economic life.”—Msgr. 
Reynold Hillenbrand. 
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By BLANCHE SCH 


The last month was one of many stt 
there is always the brighter side, For 


than self-centered. 


Mystical Body. 


white alike. 





There is no better way to 
do good to others, to bring to 
God sinners or unbelievers 
and to strengthen the waver- 
ing, than the earnest effort to 
live a thoroughly Christian 
life. Just as the common- 
place life on the part of 
Christians invites the critical 
and unbelieving to scoff at 
Christianity, so true sanctity 
calls for their admiration for 
a religion that produces such 
effects: “By their fruits you 
shall know them.” The best 
apologetics are those of ex- 
ample coupled with fulfill- 
ment of all our social duties. 
This is likewise the best sti- 
mulus to careless Cliristians 
who would remain in their 
spiritual indolence if the 
earnest efforts of fervent 
souls did not stir them up. 


difficulty trying to find a place to have 
but we could not help rejoicing that th 
turn us down did so because their Sun 
with Cana Conferences and Pro-Cana 
Eventually we had our Day of Recol 
ship House, combining it with our 
Dialogue Mass and Communion bxeakf 
brand gave us conferences on “The 
Spiritual Life.” Our prayers should b 
In spite of the sti 
L’s, a peaceful meditative silence was n 
or so volunteers and friends who made 
While our supply of literature decre 
cost thereof rises), weekly requests for 
problem” have been increasing, much t 
narian is writing a thesis; a high=scho 
preparing a debate to be held in Decem 
various high schools and colleges are w 
From time to time a sociology class o1 
a Catnolic school will come down to v 
Usually we plan to give them a talk, | 
lems of injustice, describing the condit 
ghetto and stressing the Catholic answe 
Great was our joy 
such a group from Madonna High Sch« 
The group was interracial! Gladly we 
and spoke about work, but there was 1 
udice and jim-crowism to these boys ai 
The other day we received a ae 
“Madonna News.” Prominent on the fr 
tractive interracial picture of a colored 
On another page is an article by a Ne 
Prejudice.” Quietly but effectwely M: 
Catholic doctrine. Already they are 
mendation of the NCWC Social Action 
last summer at its.seminar on. Negro 
ional associations should-se the-€ 
cational bodies by insisting that the Ne 
opportunities at every level of schooling 
doors without delay “to all qualified < 
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My cattle and my dear ones,* 
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Often, often, often, 
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ANCHE SCHOLES 

ne of many struggles, but thank God 
shter side. For instance, we ran into 
1 place to have a Day of Recollection, 
joicing that the Convents who had to | 
ause their Sundays were all taken up 
ind Pro-Cana Conferences. 

r Day of Recollection here at Friend- 
it with our regular Third Sunday 
nunionbseakfast. Monsignor Hillen- 
ices on “The Sense of God in Our 
iyers should be God-centered rather 
pite of the street cars and clanging 
2 silence was maintained by the forty 
nds who made the day with us. 
iterature decreases rapidly (and the 
ly requests for material on the “race 
easing, much to our delight. A Semi- 
s; a highsschool class in Michigan is 
held in December; and students from | 
colleges are writing papers. 
tiology class or a sodality group from | 


me down to visit Friendship House. | 


them a talk, pointing out the prob- 


ing the conditions of the South Side |, 


Catholic answer—the Doctrine of the 
was our joy when one day came 
nna High School in Aurora, Illinois. 
ul! Gladly we showed them around 
ut there was no need to decry prej- 
) these boys and girls of both races. 
la a of their school paper, 
nent on the front page is a very at- 
e of a colored and a white student. 
rticle by a Negro student on “Race 
effectwelky Madonna High is living 
dy they are following the recom- 
Social Action Department, adopted 
nar on Negro problems: “Catholic , 
nould-set the-exa 
g that the Negro be accorded equal | 
l of schooling” and by opening their 
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' Apostles 

to This motive appeals today | 
to | *to many a soul. This is an age 
ers | of proselytism, and lay people 
er- | realize better than ever the 
to | necessity of defending and 
an | spreading the faith by word | 
m- | and example. It devolves | 
of | upon priests to further this | 
cal | msvement by creating round 
at | about them a choice body of 
ty | resolute Christian men and 
or | #anen determined to become 
ch | daily more and more faithful 
ou | to all their duties, civic and 
st | social, and, above all, re- 
x- | ligious. These will be valu- 
ll- | able co-workers, who going | 
*s. | into places inaccessible to the | 
i- | ‘priest and the religious, will 
ns | successfully. second their ef- | 
ir | forts in the exercise of zeal. 

{| tom “The Spiritual Life” 


—An old Gaelic Rune. 
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VOLUNTEER’S CORNER 


WELCOME, PAUL! 
“Turn, O my soul, into thy 
rest, 
For the Lord hath been boun- 
tijul to thee, 


For He hath delivered my soul 
from death 


My eyes from tears, my feet 
from failing. 
I will please the Lord in the 
land of the living.” 
Welcome, Paul Briton, from 
the pure waters of baptism 
into the land of the living. 


CATHOLIC PRESS APOSTLE 
Louise Altenau is FH’s 


apostle of the Catholic press. 
Regularly she gathers up the 
accumulating Catholic maga- 
zines and papers around the 
House and distributes them 
with the help of a friend, Mr. 
John Waller, to her co-work- 
ers in the office and fellow 
residents at her hotel. Mr. 
Waller’s mother, who is an in- 
valid, has often been amazed 
at the endless variety of 
Catholic publications which 
pour out of FH. After Mrs. 
Waller has read them she 
passes them on, still further 
spreading the word of Christ! 
... What do you do with your 
Catholic papers? 


PREJUDICE VS. INTERRACIAL 
LIVING 

The fight to oust the stu- 
dents from ‘the Coop house on 
the South Side mansion area 
is basically a fight against in- 
terracial living, using the 
property-value, single-family 
residence argument as a 
smoke scréen. So says Betty 


Hatiing, FH Coop resident 
and fighter for Christian liv- 
ing. 

i. 


POPULAR SPEAKER 
St. Gregory High School 
and Loyola Academy’s Cla- 
vier Club are a few of the 
places combining to make 
David James one of FH’s 
most popular speakers on in- 
ternational justice. 
x % * 
ESSAY CONTEST ON INTER- 
RACIAL JUSTICE 


Florence Fitzgerald, who 
generously helps in_ the 
preparation of supper on vol- 
unteer nights, is encouraging 
her sister, Ellen, a student at 
St. Patrick’s Academy, Wau- 
kon, Iowa, in a nationwide 
essay contest on Interracial 
Tolerance. The social con- 
science of high school] stu- 
dents in a small town will 
often be the prick’to stir adult 
citizens to seek justice. Like 
an Iowa FEPC? 


—Colleen Kelly. 


Priest's Saturday 


Divine Savior, Sanctify Thy 
Priests! 


T IS SOMETHING QUITE 

SIMPLE AND EASY, yet 
immeasurably great in its re- 
sults. You should make it a_ 
point ‘to offer the Saturday 
after the First Friday of each 
month to your Savior, through 
the hands of Mary, the great 
mediatrix of all graces, for the 
sanctification of all the priests 
and students for the priest- 
hood throughout the whole 
world. For this purpose you 
should give the Saturday 
wholly and entirely to Him, 
that is to say, Holy Mass, Holy 
Communion, all prayers, la- 
bors, sacrifices, joys, and sor- 
rows. Whatever you cannot 
do on this day (Holy Mass and 
Holy Communion) you ought 
to supply immediately on 
Sunday. So there is really 
nothing new for you to-do, 
You merely offer up this Sat- 
urday (or even every Satur- 
day) for the sanctification of 
priests. It is not a case of any 
sodality or fraternity or any- 
thing like that. Like the First 
Friday in honor of the Sacred 
Heart, the Priest’s Saturday 
seeks to become something re- 
ligiously observed by all the 
Catholics of the world. 

As the Holy Father, so also 
bishops and priests have 
greeted the Priest’s Saturday 
with joy, have blessed it, and 
have recommended it to all. 
The late Bishop Dr. Nicholas 
Bares of Berlin, from whose 
diocese the Priest’s Saturday 
went out into the world, said: 
“It is with great joy that I 
welcome this saving thought 
of the Priest’s Saturday. Ifa 
holy priest is the gift of 
heaven to earth, then the ef- 
forts of the faithful, through 







prayer and sacrifice, for holy 
priests will be the fairest gift 
of earth to heaven. . . . There- 
fore I wholeheartedly reco 
“and bléss this Work.” 

Concern about the holiness 
of priests is the concérn of the 
Heart of the Divine Savior and 
of His Blessed Mother. There- 
fore, you also should be sure 
to take part in this “aposto- 
late to the apostles.” The 
Holy Father, all bishops, all 
priests, all students for the 
priesthood, and especially also 
your own pastor, earnestly beg 
of you thus to participate. 


Offering To Be Made of the 
Priest's Saturday — 

IVINE SAVIOR JESUS 

CHRIST, Who hast en- 
trusted the whole work of Thy 
redemption, the welfare and 
salvation of the world, to 
priests as Thy representatives, 
through the hands of Thy most 
holy Mother and for the sanc- 
tification of Thy priests and 
candidates for the priesthood 
I offer Thee this present day 
wholly and entirely, with all 
its prayers, works, joys, sacri- 
fices and sorrows. 

Give us truly holy priests 
who, inflamed with the fire of 
Thy divine love, seek nothing 
but Thy greater glory and the 
salvation of our souls. 

And thou, Mary, good Moth- 
er of priests, protect all priests 
in the dangers of their holy 
vocation and with the loving 
hand of a Mother, also lead 


back to the Good Shepherd 
those poor priests who have 
become unfaithful to their ex- 
alted vocation and have gone 
astray. Amen. 


In addition to the above 






! 
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CAN YOU HELP?. 


This appeal is an act of 
faith. Faith in God, and in 
you who have had faith in us 
and in our way of life and 
work in the Harlems of Amer- 
ica. For now we come to 
share with you the storm of 
troubles that has descended 
upon the Chicago House. 

LAST SUMMER four of 
our workers were walking 
through a white neighbor- 
hood. Because one of them 
was Colored, they were hit 
from behind by white peo- 
ple, who knocked down 
even the girls. All were 
beaten, two into uncon- 
sciousness. . 

EARLY IN OCTOBER 
came an eviction notice 
from the new landlord, tell- 
ing us to vacate our prem- 
ises by the first of Novem- 
ber. So there are now the 
stark alternatives of trying 
to stay on at increased rent, 
or all the expense of mov- 
ing to a new place—in the 
event that one can be found 
in this time of critical short- 
age. And to deprive our 
children in this congested 
slum area of their recrea- 
tion center would be noth- 
ing short of a tragedy. 

AFTER WORKING — 
now hoping, now grieving 
—for nearly three months 
to rehabilitate one of our 
Brothers, Christopher, a 
young alcoholic, we were 
finally met by the loss one 
morning of petty cash, a ra- 
dio, a much-needed type- 
writer, and a purse contain- 
ing the week’s_ kitchen 
money. 

ILLNESS deprived us of 
one staff worker perma- 
nently and took another 
away for.-nearly two 

* months, leaving three peo- 
ple to carry on. There has 
been no hot water since last 
summer, and no heat so far 
make it a point also to recite 
frequently the following: 


Prayer for My Pastor and 
for All Priests 


IVINE SAVIOR JESUS 

CHRIST, Who hast*en- 
trusted the weal and woe of 
thy Ho'y Church to priests, 
with all the fervor of my heart 
I recommend to Thee the 
wants of my pastor and all 
priests. Enrich them more 
and more with true priestly 
sanctity! Give them generous, 
all-embracing, apostolic 
hearts, full of love for Thee 
and for all Thy souls, so that 
they, being themselves sancti- 
fied in Thee, may sanctify us 
who are confided to their care 
and may lead us safely to 
heaven. Bestow upon them in 
rich abundance all Thy priest- 
ly graces! Let them ever give 
us a glowing example of love 
and fidelity towards Holy 
Mother Church, towards the 
Pope and bishops, and grant 
that by word and example 
they may shine as models of 
every. virtue. 

Most loving Jesus, bless all 
their priestly labors and sacri- 
fices! Bless all their prayers 
and words at the altar and w 
the confessional, in the pulpit, 


ties and at the bedside of the 
sick! Protect and preserve 





“Marriage should be fruitful.” 
Mrs. Smith was won't to say. 
Since putting cash in real 
estate, 
She turns the fruit away. 


Ed Willock in “Integrity” 


cicadas di teandlthihtasiinitipcittatneaneaidaiind a hn 


this fall. Our chronically 
bad plumbing still leaks, 
but this week we had the 
heaviest flood yet, making 
a lake of the library floor. 
And how can one appeal to 


a landlord who has asked . 


us to get out? 


THE CHECK for this 
month’s rent left us with a 
balance of fifty dollars. And 
how are we going to meet 
the remaining $600.00 of 
monthly bills? 

There is much to bé said 
for tribulation, which is not 
only good for the soul but 
gives us the shining privilege 
of sharing the lot of the dis- 
posséssed. We are not asking 
to be relieved of that. But we 
owe it to all the people who 
come to Friendship House, 
particularly the children, and 
to vou who have made it pos- 
sible, to continue the work 
begun. For the horrible prej- 
udices against Negroes still 
rage and the Christian solu- 
tion vet remains to be fully 
realized in practice. Friend- 
ship House still has work to 
do! 

With confidence and hope 
we turn once more to the gen- 
erosity of vour- hearts, and to 
vour faith that “So far as you 
go out of things with all that 
is vours, just so far does God 
enter into you with all that is 
His.” 

Books, toys, stamps, food. 
clothing, office supplies, mon- 
ey, etc. will be gratefully re- 
ceived. 


Please do not throw this ap- 
peal away. Send something, 
if only a few stamps, to one 
of the Friendship House 
branches—34 West 135th St., 
New York 30, N. Y.; 309 East 


43rd5St., Chieago 151s St 


Joseph’s Farm, Marathon, 
Wis.; or Madonna House, Com- 
beremere, Ontario, Canada. 
them in all dangers from with- 
in and from without! 

Divine Savior, give to Thy 
Church priests who abound in 
true holiness! Call many good 
boys and young men to the 
priestly and religious state! 
Aid and sanctify all those who 
are to become Thy priests!— 
And to the souls of departed 
priests grant everlasting rest! 

But to me give a true spirit 
of faith and humble obedi- 
ence, in order that in my pas- 
tor I may ever behold the rep- 
resentative of God and will- 
ingly follow all his teachings! 
Amen. 

(One who recites any ec- 
clesiastically approved prayer 
for vocations to the priestly 
and religious state can gain an 
indulgence of 7 years, and 
once a month, if the prayer is 
said every day, a plenary in- 
dulgence under the usual con- 
ditions.—S. Paen, Ap., May 17, 
1927, and March 18, 1932.) 

Salvatorian Fathers Press 
St. Nazians, Wis. 


God Becoming Visible 


It is truly meet and just. 
right and helpful unto salva- 
tion, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to Thee, holy 


: ~ | Lord, Father almighty, eter- 
and in school, in confraterni- | ny 


nal God, because by the mys- 
tery of the Word made flesh, 
from Thy brightness a new 
light hath risen to shine on 
the eves of our souls, in order 
that, God becoming visible to 
us, we may be borne upward 
to the love of things invisible. 

—-From the preface of the. 
Christian Mass. 
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Housing 


Continued from page 1) 
tended to exaggerate this con- 
dition in many parts of our 
country. Segregation in hous- 
ing leads to segregation in 
schools, churches and places 
of recreation bringing with it 
many attendant evils. At 


Commissions in their*endeav- 
ors to interest private enter- 
prise as well as municipal, 
state and federal agencies in 
such endeavors as slum clear- 
ance, low - income - housing 
projects; housing for the mid- 
dle-income groups; the float- 
ing of bond issues to improve 
school, health and recreational | housing in the community; 
: aed a facilities, and reasonable prox- | the improvement or adoption 
times it is heard ‘we do not imity to the father’s place of | of state laws that will permit 
believe in discrimination but) york It implies, too, a spirit | state cooperation with fegeral 
we do believe in segregation. | oF friendliness and coopera-| projects; the enactment of ap- 
Segregation enforced Sat tion in the neighborhood. propriate federal legislation 
of ee ae, mice The achievement of this | to achieve good housing in the 
wale etuated to create a hous- | 804! is the responsibility of | areas of need. 
ne monopoly, We believe | Very citizen. Since private} We recommend research 
that public official action and | F®sources are now inadequate, | aimed at producing better 
rivate agreements which en- | it is the duty of the govern-| homes at a lower cost. 
eee such segregation violate | ™ent—federal, state and local! we recommend that citizens 
the Christian virtues of social |—to work toward its fulfill- | indicate their support of de- | 
justice and charity. ment. 7 sagt ny a pg sirable proposed legislation to 
Exploitation follows natu- pe stennit teas of their representatives in Con- 
rally the evil of segregation. | |... Sale oe miaas gress and in State Legis- 
The small number of housing °, : latures. 
units in restricted areas forces Recommendations We advocate such vigilance 
prices upward. High rents that the department of the 
cause abnormal family bud- | O ACHIEVE JUSTICE for municipal governments will 
gets and frequently eee | the Negro in the field of | give adequate protection to 
sitate the mother’s working. | housing, it is necessary that | all its citizens, with special at- 
If the a oe | we first build a Christian at- | tention to the Negro. 
ee es Oe Ltitinde tn the community to-| Specifically we recommend 
that the department of public 


able property has an inflated aie 
buying price and, being forced ) ward all members in the Mys- safety revise and enforce its 
building codes, that there be 


to buy at abnormal prices, he | tical Body of Christ. 
is in constant fear of losing | Each individual should feel adequate police protection for 
Negroes in the occupation of 


his home due to his économic | ‘bili 
insecurity. /a personal responsibi ity to — ane ; 
: ts of | know the evils surrounding | thelr homes, that the depart- 

pileetindn ted enanetietion housing and to correct them, |ment. of health enforce its 
is overcrowding and its at-; We recommend a study of sanitation laws in all areas of 
tendant evils. Because of the | the inadequate and deplorable | the city and that the depart- 
lack of rental housing and | housing facilities for Negroes|™ents of streets and sewers 
pay special attention to pre- 


rooms,. with adequate heating, 
lighting, plumbing and ven- 
tilation facilities, and at such 
cost as to be available to every 
family. 

The surrounding commun- 
ity must be healthful and con- 
ducive to good living. This 
implies access to church, 
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STAFF REPORTER 


By M. C. K. 
NE OF THE GREAT night to give a talk at the 
JOYS of Friendship | Outer Circle. She had enough 


ot : . money left for Belle to go the 
House ip watehing (0d wore rest of ‘the time. As Belle’s 


out what seems to us like an brother, Francis, is there in 
impossible problem. It’s bet-/ eollege, he took charge of the 
ter than a mystery story be-| FH exhibit in the interim. She 
cause it has a constructive | heard the excellent session on 


'bent. The characters are good interracial justice. 

people and alive, not someone E. WELCOME KATH- 
who should have been mur- LEEN Noel and Audrey 
dered by at least ten persons| Heath to the New York staff. 








for apparently good and suf-| Audrey was very happy at ; 


ficient reasons. And we can’t | Hawthorne with the religious 
tell how it comes out by turn-| duties but realized she could 
ing to the last page. We have | not care for incurable cancer 
to wait till the end, or maybe | patients as a life work so she 
even Judgment Day. has come to Friendship House 
Such was our appearance for a year to clarify her voca- 
at the catechetical conference | tion. She is a great joy to us 
in Boston. We wanted to have | With her ready wit and deep 
Friendship House literature |SPirituality. Kathleen is a 
there but there wasn’t money |/ovely person with a grand 
enough to pay for the litera- Catholic home life. It does us 
ture, to say nothing of the good just to hear about it. She 
trip. But Ann mentioned it in | 2lso plays the piano and organ 
her letter which I read at ta-| beautifully. Then Jim Quin- 
ble one day, completely inno- lin and Henrietta Hronek are 
cent of any intention to hint. | CO™n& back from the Infor- 
She said we should go unless|™ation Centre in Canada. 
prevented by work or lack of They’re wonderful in the of- 
money. We did have staff fice as well as spiritually. Jim 
workers to go but the money has had great success in win- 
was the problem. So a priest|ing friends to Friendship 
who was there gave us $25 for |House by his talks and his 
expenses. Betty Leonard has great thoughtfulness to peo- 
friends in Boston who would |Ple needing it. God has been 
board her so off she went af-|800d to us in sending these 
ter rigging up some very at- people to work with us. 
tractive posters of FH activi- ee ST ee 
ties and principles. She was 


their rental price families are 
forced to move together. The 
home frequently becomes a 
place to eat and sleep. The 
home is no longer a center of 
family life and education. The 
members of the family must 
seek their relaxation and 
recreation outside the home. 
Juvenile délinquéncy, poor 
health, low morals are often 
the direct result of inadequate 
housing. 

We may say then that much 
of the so-called problem of Ne- 
gro housing might be better 
called the problem of Ameri- 
can housing for the problems 
in its causes is American and 
must be solved by Americans 
of every race, creed and color. 


¥ 


Goals 

HE CATHOLIC CON- 
CEPT of adequate hous- 
ing facilities is based on the 
needs of the family and the 
dignity of the human person. 
The family—that unique cell 
of society—is sacred. It is the 
cradle not only of children but 
also of the whole nation—of 
its force and its glory. The 
family needs shelter with 
sufficient space, light and air, 
and it may attend to its mis- 
sion of perpetuating new life, 
and of educating children in 
a spirit corresponding to its 

own religious convictions. 

We cannot allow the family 
to be alienated or diverted 
from the high purpose as- 
signed to it by God—much 
less to be destroyed—simply 
because of inadequate living 
conditions. 

We desire, therefore, for 
every family a dwelling where 
a morally and materially 


with a view to bringing this 
information to the attention 
of the Church and general 
public. The urgent need for 
the dissemination of such in- 
formation prompts us ‘to ad- 





the radio, the press, both 
Catholic and secular. speak- 
ers’ forums, study clubs and 
other means to bring this in- 
formation to the attention of 
all Americans. A full knowl- 
edge of the menace of bad 
housing should be imparted to 
the students in all our schools, 
with emphasis on the effects 
of bad housing in the com- 
munity, 

| We recommend a study of 
the housing shortage affecting 
Negroes (including needs of 
families with children, single 
women, single men, income 
levels, etc.) and the wide- 
spread dissemination of such 
knowledge, so that new hous- 
ing for Negroes may be sup- 
| plied according to needs. 

We further recommend the 
full use of the facilities of 
public and private agencies, 
interested and working in 
housing, such as the National 


Housing Agency and its con- | 


stituent branches, by a first 
hand knowledge of the ad- 
ministrators of the public 
agencies, the laws under 
which they operate, the needs 
that they serve, etc. We 
should assist the public agen- 
cies by making constructive 
suggestions for administra- 
tion without prejudice and by 
helping to improve the exist- 
ing laws where necessary. 
We advocate an interest in 
the important role that gov- 
ernment on the federal, state 


vocate the widespread use of 


healthy family life may be|and local levels, may play 
developed in all its vigor and | in providing housing. Specif- 
worth. We seek decent homes! ically, we recommend coop- 
with a sufficient number oferation with City Planning 








“Friendship House”’ 


The first full and true account of the aims, work, and 
history of Friendship House by Catherine de Hueck and 
Friendship House Staff—Price $2. Order from Friend- 
ship House, 34 West 35th Street, New York 306, N. Y. 
Make checks payable to Friendship House. 





viously neglected areas. 


We advocate the coopera- 


tion of Catholic organizations 


with other recognized organ- 
izations in helping to solve the 
specific housing problems of 


the Negro. 


_ Whatever community hous- 
ing committees-are Sei up;-we- 
recommend the inclusion of 


Negro representation. 
Segregation, enforced by 
|law or custom, must be ex- 
posed as an un-American in- 
stitution, contrary not only to 
Christian laws of charity and 
justice but also to the funda- 
mental principle of democratic 
be vee guaranteed by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 
We recommend a _ judicial 
review of the legality of re- 
strictive covenants with a 
view not only to abolition of 
such covenants but also to the 
exposure of the un-American 
attitudes underlying the in- 
stitution as well as to in- 
fluencing public opinion to a 
condemnation of the practice. 


We recommend moral as 
well as legal support to those 
who are defendants in litiga- 
tion to enforce segregation, 
and contrariwise to plaintiffs 
who are challenging the legal- 
ity of these covenants. 

We recommend positive 


legislation guaranteeing the 


civil right to Negroes to live 
in liberty in the community, 
unfettered by restrictive dis- 
crimination based on racial 
hatred. 

We recommend the encour- 
agement and facilitation of 
home ownership with advis- 
ory services made known or 
available. 

We also recommend coop- 
erative housing, which has 
been one of the means of en- 
couraging home ownership. 

We recommend the institu- 
tion of credit unions to start 
habits of regular thrift as an 
incentive to home buying. ~ 

We recognize that the meth- 











quite loaded down. When she 


sourceful, as well as charming 
creature—in a little girl way 
(She'll kill me for this!)—so 
she found a vacant table. Then 
the cgnnivance of those in 
high places she took pdsses- 
sion free of charge. We are 
tremendously grateful to 
those who were so kind so we 
will not tell their names. But 
we were treated as kindly as 
we expected to be in Arch- 
ibishop Cushing’s diocese. 


Many curious persons came 
around, Betty was rather 
shocked at the worldly atti- 
tude of some of the question- 
ers but it makes us realize 
how much we must do to 
make Catholics really Catho- 
lic and how the voice and 
lives of Friendship House 
are needed hammering away 
for interracial justice. Betty 
had to come back Sunday 


gram effectively is through or- 
ganizations; the types of or- 
ganizations will differ ac- 
cording to circumstances and 
localities. We urge all parish 
organizations to take the in- 
itiative in the solution of these 
problems. 

Committee Members 
Rev. George T. Andrews, $.J. 
Miss Violetta Hemsley 
Mrs. Cordelia Hines 
Miss Agatha Espadron 
Mr. John Doebele 
Rev. Robert McGrath 

(Chairman) 
Miss Irma Piepho 


got there she discovered all| 
the space had been booked | 
months ago. But Betty is a re- | 


Redeemer and Judge 

O God, who dost gladden 
us year by year with the 
expectation of our redemp- 
tion, grant that Thy only- 
begotten Son, Whom we 
joyfully receive as our Re- 
deemer, Him we may also 
behold wiilout fear w 
e cometh as our 
even Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, Who with Thee 
liveth and reigneth in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, 


world without end. Amen. 
—Prayer from the Mass for 
Christmas Eve 


PSALM 39 


I have declared thy justice in 
the great congregation: lo, I 
will not restrain my lips; O 
Lord, thou knowest it. 

I have not hid thy justice 
within my heart: I have de- 
clared thy truth and thy sal- 
vation. 

I have not concealed thy 
mercy and thy truth: from 
the great assembly. 


Withhold not thou thy tender 
mercies from me, O Lord: 
thy mercy and thy truth 
have always upheld me. 


For evils without number 
have surrounded me: mine 
iniquities have overtaken 
me, and I was not able to 
see. 


They are multiplied above the 
hairs of my head: and my 
heart hath failed me. 


Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver 
me: look down, O Lord, to 
help me. 


udge, - 









AFTER BAPTISM 


Now you are young in faith, you bear His burden, 
A cross of water, all unknowingly; 

Until, grown older, faith shall reap its guerdon 
And watch you, after Christ, take up the tree. 
—Louis Hasley. 






od of carrying out this pro- ‘ap 
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Continued from page 1) 
the people. Their ideal: to 
right the world’s wrongs. 
They work at this; they live 
for this. They are not Com- 
munists for an hour on Sun- 
day morning or for the 
space of a labor meeting. 
They are Communists twenty- 
four hours a day. They are 


not Communists only when it | 


is pleasant. They are Com- 
munists when this means pain 
and sacrifice. Their principle 
of operation is that the end 
justifies the means. They are 
wrong, but they work at be- 
ing wrong. This applies not 
only to the party leaders and 
the Communist philosophers. 
It applies equally to the ordi- 
nary Communist-in-the-street. 
And here is the reason why 
Communism can be at once a 
failure and a success, an in- 
fluence nugatory and world- 
shaking: one live man has in- 
finitely more influence than 
10,000 dead bodies. And Com- 
munists are alive! 

If we are successfully to 
combat Communist influence, 
the first thing we must re- 
member is that Communism is 
right when it says that all is 
not right with the world. The 
St the work- 
ng classes—are exploited. 
The capitalistic system in its 
present-day form, with its dis- 
regard for human dignity and 
deification of economics, is 
immoral. It springs from the 
same denial of Catholic Chris- 
tianity that gave rise to the 

» Reformation. 

Second, we must realize 
that there is a solution to the 
roblem—the solution of the 
opes, the solution of Christ. 

We must realize that Catholic- 
ism is a way of life and that 
is¢ as Our 
daily vesture, not just as our 
Sunday-go-to-meeting suit. To 
fight Communism we must 
live Christianity, not just call 
people names. 


F COMMUNISM is not suc- 
cessful in our country, it is 
only because the people are 
not yet hungry enough. If the 
people do become hungry 
enough we will not keep them 
from Communism by feeding 
them negative ideas while the 
Communists are feeding them 
bread—or promises of bread. 
We must have charity that in- 
structs the ignorant, yes; but 
charity, too, that feeds the 
hungry and clothes the naked 
and buries the dead. 

It is significant that the 
most effective Catholic oppo- 
sition to Communism comes 
from those among us whom 
smug, comfortable Sunday 
Christians’ consider closest to 
the Communists themselves— 
in other words, comes from 
those who recognize the prob- 
Jem and are attempting to do 
something about it. 

There was a time when 
Christianity meant that Christ 
was the center of the Chris- 
tian’s life. We in the United 
States have inherited the Prot- 
estant tradition whereby our 





- MYSTIQUE OF A MISTAKE 


Christianity is only a depart- |! 


ment in our lives. For too 
many of us Christianity means 


Christianity. is life—business 
life, social life, personal life. 
Living is not reserved to one 
|} hour each week. 


The Communist mystique— 
which enables men to make a 
success of a tragic mistake— 
should show us the way toa 
loftier mystique, the mystique 
of Christianity. It should 
awaken us to a new and 
dynamic Christian life. 


Catholic Christianity is not 
an esoteric cult. . Catholic 
Christianity is catholic Chris- 
tianity. It is for every man, 
woman, and child to live by— 
twenty-four hours a day. 


The way to fight error is not 
merely to scream that it is 
error’ Error should be fought 
with truth. Truth is a dynam- 
ic affirmation. What can those 
who are unfortunate think of 
our denunciations of Com- 
munism, when apparently 
communism alone is willing to 
fight their battles? They will 
not consider our right /to 
criticize their champions until 
we ourselves become their 
champions, and are willing to 
make the same sacrifiés as the 
Communists. 





Second only to its mystique 
in causing the success that the 
small Communist group has 
enjoyed, is its technique. We 
have much to learn from the 
Communist method—thorough 
organization, active participa- 
tion by everybody, neutraliza- 
tion of opposition, and per- 
sonal sacrifice. Though the 
mystique is the driving force, 
the technique lends to this 
faiiaticism the sanity and effi- 
ciency which assures, if not 
success, at least an important 
influence. Catholic Action has 
adopted and perfected the 
communist technique in many 
of its aspects, but the move- 
ment is hardly beginning to 
take hold in this country. It is 
zeal we lack, 


In technique and in mys- 
tique we learn from the Com- 
munists that we must aban- 
don the purely negative ap- 


going to Mass on Sunday. But |g 
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“ | eomete mis 
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(Drawn by Nicholas Makletzoff) 


Sacred Heart Church, Comberemere, Ont., Can. 

This is the. church which is five minutes walk from the 
Friendship House Information Center. The rectory is to the 
right. In back of the church is the hill where the giant saint, 
Jean Brebeuf, preached to the Indians. To your left is the 
graveyard. In front of the church across the road is the 
pasture for Fr. Dwyer’s two cows, the school, and seminarians 


camp. By all, flows the lovely 


Madawaska. 





THE BARONESS 


HE INFORMATION 

CENTRE of Friendship 
House in Canada, has com- 
pleted its allotted task. No- 
vember 25th will see the ex- 
odus of the trainees, back to 
cities where 


JOTS IT DOWN 


ERE, IN THE BACK- 
WOODS of Ontario, 
Catholic people are truly 
Catholic, and the Little White 
Church by the Madawaska 
River, dedicated. to the Sacred 


Friendship | Heart of Christ, is most as- 


Houses have their branehi3—/- “* i Yhe very~ centre.of 


New York, Chicago, Wiscon- 
sin. Time alone will tell if 
this our first experiment at 
giving them an over-all pic- 
ture of the spirit, techniques, 
works, in fact the Friendship 
House vocation and way of 
life, has been successful. Per- 
sonally I think that they will 
prove the effectivness of this 
training superbly. Whatever 
the outcome, we thank God 
for these small beginnings of 
jour latest and newest branch 


proach and concentrate on a/in Canada. 


tiousness sometimes contain 
profound truths. Noah accen- 
tuated the positive. Think 
what would have become of 
him if he had merely carried 
an umbrella instead of build- 
ing the Ark. 





Love Christ’s People 


The Catholic Church has been in the habit of always 
praying for the Jewish people, who, up to the coming of 
Jesus Christ, were the bearers of the Divine Promises, 
notwithstanding their subsequent blindness, nay, indeed, 
on account of this very blindness. Actuated by this love, 
the Apostolic See has protected this people against un- 


just oppressions; and even as 


she disapproved of all envy 


and jealousy among nations, so she condemns in an 
especial manner the hatred against the people, once 


chosen by God, that hatred, 


namely, which nowadays is 


commonly called “anti-Semitism.” 


ie hia! a ao) 


renewal of the Christian life. 
Popular outbursts of face-|am sure, read in the past 
} 


You have, dear readers, I 


issues of our Little Paper, the 
many tribulations that have 
visited the various branches 
of Friendship House. Chi- 
cago’s, for instance, faced 
eviction from its premises, 
due to the opportunities their 
landlord had of renting the 
places (stores) to commercial 
enterprises that would double 
the rents paid by us, high as 
these weré for us, and the 
type of premises Also our 
Chicago brethren were posi- 
tively heroic in manning the 
many activities and programs 
of their branch, with but 
THREE lonely Staff Workers, 
in order to give four future 


ones the chance to come to} 


FH, Canadian Information 
Centre. All other branches, 
suffered this year from pov- 
erty not because your charity 
had 
the needs increase so much 
more rapidly than the fi- 
nances. Poverty, evictions, 
shortage of staff, fell heavily 
on all of us. But we rejoice! 
Because such is the mark of 
true followers of the Cruci- 
fied. God indeed is good in 
allowing us a share, even such 
a tiny one, of His blessed 


the Feast of the Annunication, 1928—Congregation ‘of! the Holy’ Office on Cross. 


rescinded, but because | 


their lives. Lately they have 
been saddened, for their old 
organ collapsed and would 
not render any sounds. An 

they loved to praise God with 
music and song... TO ALL 
OUR FRIENDS OF CANA- 
DA AND OF THE USA .. .| 
WE HEREBY EXTEND A 
HEARTY INVITATION TO 
SEND THEIR OLD ORGAN 
IF IN PERFECT CONDI- 
TION TO REV. FATHER 
PATRICK DWYER, COM- 
BEREMERE, ONT., CANA- 
DA. It need not be a BIG one. 
Many have good old organs 
in their homes, no one plays 
them, here they would be oh! 
so welcome. Please, dear 
friends, if you have one ACT 
NOW! SHIP IT WHERE IT 
WILL SING FOR GOD... 
IN A LITTLE MISSION 
CHURCH, bringing joy to its 
people and reminding God 
daily of your love for Him and 
His missions! My first book 
has finally come out. Sheed & 
Ward of 63 Fifth Ave., New 
York City 3, N. Y. have pub- 
lished it. The titlh—FRIEND- 
SHIP HOUSE — the price — 
$2 — Won’t you order from 
your bookstore a copy for 
|yourself, for your Christmas | 
gift, for a friend, for the mis- 
isions. Am I out of order in 
|writing this? It might appear | 
so, at first glance. True I am} 
awfully thrilled at being a co- | 
author, for the book is written | 
iboth by myself and by our} 
| Friendship House Staff Work- | 
ers... but that is not the rea- 
son why I advertise “us”. . .! 
No... It is because the royal- | 
ties from the book will be| 
used for Friendship House 
| work ...1lam a beggar first, 
last and always for those we 
are so privileged to serve 

’$ poor... ., pees 


<n at 








| WAS HUNGRY 


(Continued from page 1) 

I asked. “Yes,” he answered. 
I did not for a moment know 
what to do, for I had read that 
this same man had literally 
dragged the Reverend George 
Storrs from the pulpit for 
preaching Abolitionism. .. . I 
spoke again in the evening 
and at the close of the meet- 
ing there was quite a contest 
between Mrs. Norris and Mrs, 
Hilles as to which one I should 
see home. As my carpet-bag 
was there, I went home with 
Mr. and Mrs. Hilles, where I 
found the atmosphere wond- 
rously and most agreeably 
changed. Next day, Mr. Hilles 
took me, in the same carriage 
in which I did not ride on 
Sunday to my next appoint- 
ment, and on the way told me 
he felt more honored by hav- 
ing me in it than he would be 
if I had been the President of 
the United States. 

—From “The Life and 
Times of Frederick Douglass,” 
Pathway Press, New York. 


Praises of Poverty 
By William James 

Among us English-speaking 
peoples especially do the 
praises of poverty need to be 
boldly sung. We have become 
literally afraid to be poor. We 
despise anyone who elects to 
be poor in order to simplify 
and save his inner life. If he 
does not join the general 
scramble and pant with the 
money-making street, we 
deem him spiritless and lack- 
ing in ambition. We have lost 
the power of even imagining 
what the ancient idealization 


of poverty could have meant _ 


—the liberation from ma- 
terial attachments, the un- 
bridled soul, the manlier in- 
difference, the paying our 
way by what we are or do 
and not by what we have, the 
right to fling away our life at 
any moment irresponsibly 
—the more athletic trim, in 
short, the moral fighting 
shape. When we of the so- 
called better classes are 
scared as men never were 
scared in history at material 
ugliness and hardship; when 
we put off marriage until our 
house can be artistic, and 
quake at the thought of hav- 
ing a child without a bank ac- 
count and doomed to manual 
labor, it is time for thinking 
men to protest against so un- 
manly and irreligious a state 
of opinion. 
—Varieties of Religious Experience, 
page 368 
“All people eat one com- 
mon food at a common table 
when they receive Holy 
Communion at Mass, and 
they do violence to them- 
selves and to their faith if 
they discriminate against 
Negroes in restaurants, and 
in economic life.” — Msgr. 
Reynold Hillenbrand. .. .. 
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BY EDDIE DOHERTY 


EOPLE WHOLOVE, 
Blessed Martin de Porres, | 
and the little mice he some- | 
times sends to devotees, will | 
like a letter I received recent- | 
ly from a nun in a Canadian | 
hospital. 
“We just got nicely started | 
on a journey a few days ago,” | 
her letter says, in part, “when | 
we decided to get in our pray- | 
ers for the day. The sister 
with me opened her formu- 
lary and out fell Bl. Martin’s 
picture and prayer leaflet. We 
laughed about it, then.began 
praying together. 
“Suddenly I felt 
sensation traveling 
habit, and saw the weeniest | 
mouse sitting on my knee. | 
more than amazed but 
never batted an eye lash 
kept on praying. Then it 
Jeaped to the back of the seat 
ahead of.us and disappeared 
down the other side. The girl 
sitting there couldn’t have no- 


a queer 
up my 


was 


ticed it. After-a few seconds 
some one cried “A mouse!” 
Activity began. The coach 
was fi'led with soldiers, sail- 


ors, airmen, and young college 
students, boys and girls, and 
several elderly ladies—who 
immediately got into a state 
ol nervous excitement and left 
for another coach, bag and 
baggage. The brave warriors 
Started a search, turning over 
seats, crawling on hands and 
knees, ete., etc.” 

‘\nd all the time, while the 
mouse hunters were busy, do 
you know what our sister was | 
bits of méat and a féw crumbs | 
on the ledge of the coach. | 
Mousie ate, rested, “then went 
off and brought another 
mouse, maybe his wife.” Sister 
fed this mouse too. 

When the mice had enough | 
for the moment they scam- | 
pered away, to give the hunt- | 
ers some fun; then, tired out | 
with their exertions, they | 
came back to sister for more 
food. 

Sister was en route to the! 
hospital for an operation. | 
Say a little prayer for her, | 
won’t you? She may be a) 
long time recovering. | 


Christmas Morning | 
This day you shall know 
that the Lord will come. 
and save us: and in the | 
morning you shall see His | 
glory. 
—Introit of the Mass for 


O 


What elses it that causes us to 
Compromise our conscience wl 
Cause of the colored man is at 


| 





Christmas Eve 








Reflections of a F 
LORD, we Americans daily 


| ous 
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HARLEM FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NEWS 


Let’s Drop These Words 


Many of these words you 
already know as offensive. 
But some of them will come 
‘aS a surprise, and you maj) 
question the fact that they 
are forbidden. NOW, how- 
‘ever, has checked with re- 
liable authorities on the sub- 
ject, and all the words printed 
below are tabooed by the 
groups to which they refer. 
This alone should suffice to 
make us drop them—and to 
educate others who urtwit- 
tingly use them 


Blackamoor Jap 
Chinaman Kike 
Chink Mammy 
Coon Mex 
Dago Mulatto 
‘Darky Negress 
Dutchman Nigger 
Grease Pickaninny 
Gyp Wop 


Indian giver 

Some of these words come 
of a legitimate derivation, as 
for example pickaninny, 
which derives from the 
Spanish, pequeno nino, a little 
child, but which through de- 


rogatory usage has become 
offensive. 
A word in fairly common 


usage is included in this list, 
since its derivation is objec- 
tionable. This is the word 
mulatto, which means a per- 
son like a mule, the offspring | 
of a horse and a she-ass. 

The Chinese do not like be- 
ing called Chinaman, nor do 
the Hollanders care to be 
named Dutchmen. The. ex- 
pression Indian giver is a 
slur against the natural gen- 
erositvy of the American In- 
dian. The verb to gyp forever 
brands that little understood 
race, the Gypsies, as incor- 
rigible thieves: a ay 
éatégory if the vé 
which .is unforgivable. 

It is of the utmost impor- 
tance that our every word, no | 
less than our actions, should | 
further the cause of human 
understanding. Words identi- 
fied with disrespect or insult, 
words thoughtlessly or ignor- 
antly used may provoke seri- 
misunderstanding. Let’s 
not use these words. 

—From “Now.” 


nel 
A 


St. Thomas of 
Canterbury 


O God, for Whose Church 
the glorious Bishop Thomas 
fell by the swords of the 
impious, grant, we beseech 
Thee, that all who implore 


his help may obtain the 
salutary effect of their pe- 
tition. 


—Prayer from the Mass of the 
Feast, Dee. 29 


reshman Volunteer 


Pay our pitiful homage to human respect. 


ren the 
stake? 


Why do we silently swallow the 


Poison of a prejudiced mind? 
’Tis only fear. 


“Nigger-lover” is a scathing ter 


m. 





Kilroy Is Here! 






| NE OF OUR GREATEST |form society is to start with;lationship with their Negro 


JOYS at Friendshipjone’s self. Consequently, 
| House is talking to the many |Jong as the colored members|Catholics who grasp 


as 


brother in the Mystical Body. 
the 


visitors who take time out in| of the Mystical Body must ac-|reality of the Mystical Body 


their busy lives to come to/cept this injustice we white | instinctively 


isee us. Some people who 
jcome have been subscribing 
jto our “News” for years, 
jothers have heard the 
Baroness lecture, while 
jothers have heard of us 
{through friends. As we talk to 
| Visitors, it is not surprising to 
\find that, though they may be 
old friends, they still have not 
completely realized the pur- 

ose of our work. How do you 

iswer your friends when 
ey ask you questions about 
Friendship House? Imagine 
a neighbor has just dropped 
‘into. your home and_= sees 
“Friendship House News” on 
ithe table and says, “What is 


Friendship. House?” What do, 


vou answer. (We’ll send our 
little F. H. Gremlin, Kilroy, 
\Jr.. to helo you out.) All set? 
Here we go: 

Neighbor: 
House, what in 
that?” 

You: “Why that’s a Catholic 
settlement house in Harlem 
run entirely by lay people.” 


“Friendship 
the world is 





f 
<, “ 


Cleria Wimpy, 


“Please don’t 


Kilroy, Jr.: 
say that! It may look like a 
settlement house because we | 


are busy about the corporal 
works of mercy, but Friend- 


ship House is a way of life | 


dedicated to combating the 
| heresy of racism, by hitting at 
lits roots in this country 
where racism is commonly 
accepted, even by Catholics 
‘who do not realize that the 
| Jim Crow heresy is as much a 
|heresy as any of the corrod- 
ing heresies of Martin Luther. 
and has been so proclaimed 
by Pius XI and Pius XIL.” 


mean they spend their spare 
time in Harlem working for 
the Negro?” 

You: “The Staff spends all 
their time there. They live in 
Harlem to be near their work, 
and to get to know the colored 
people.” 
| Kilroy, Jr.: “Heavens no! 
That’s not why we live in 
Harlem, to be near our work 
and to get to know the colored 
people. This is part of the 
reason, but we are here pri- 
marily as a protest against 
segregation. White society 
forces Negroes to live ‘in 





Neighbor: “Lay people! You | 


members voluntarily share 
bad housing and all its attend- 
‘ant miseries with them.” 

| Neighbor: “Oh, I see, they 
‘come from wealthy families 
‘and don’t have to earn a liv- 
}ing.” 

You: “No, I don’t think so, 
‘but they’re such a Bohemian 
crowd. Clothes and good times 
don’t interest them like other 
voung people. They depend 
entirely on the Holy Ghost to 


send in clothes and food for 
them.” 
Kilroy, Jr.: “Bohemians, 


never! Perish the thought! We 
are ordinary normal people 
who appreciate nice clothes, 
and good times just like any- 
one else, BUT as long as the 
Negro in America must ac- 
cept poverty and insecurity 
through no fault of his own, 
because of the white man’s 
g-eed, we will accept it with 
him. There can be no doubt 
that the modern spirit of ma- 
terialism keeps Negroes from 
jobs, decent housing, schools, 
‘and even hospitalization. So 
again fhe world must be re- 
{stored to Christ by following 
|the example of the poor man 
jof Assisi who gave up the 
| worldly desires of youth to 
embrace poverty for love of 
his fellowmen. We do depend 
jon the Holy Spirit for food 
and clothing through you, our 
ifriends. We could have 
financial backers, but we pre> 
fer to use the spirit and state 
of poverty as a social weapon 
to bring justice to the Negro. 
We want -you to sxe. 
work we do, and by our de- 
pendence on you, and your 
coming to our aid, together 
| we will bring the Negro to his 
j|proper status in American 
| society.” 
Neighbor: “Do they really 
/make very many converts to 
| the Church?” 
You: indeed, many 
‘colored people come to the 
library for Catholic books, at- 
\tehd the various meetings, 
}and days of recollection which 
jare held every other month.” 
Kilroy, Jr.: “Pardon us, but 
we think you are missing an 
important point. As a result 
of our work at Friendship 
House there are many con- 
verts, BUT long before Friend- 
ship House existed the priests 
| Of Harlem had large convert 
groups. Our primary work is 
not converting colored people 
to the. faith so much as it is 
converting white Catholics to 





“Vag, 


| 


Interracial Justice. Making 
Catholics realize their re- 





mas parties. 


in this) 


package if you wrap it prettily. 


react against 
‘racism in any form, whether 
‘it be discrimination against 
| Negroes, Jews, Orientals or 
Latin Americans. Christian 
Justice is hardly visible in 
| America today in this respect. 
'This is contrary to the Catho- 
lic pattern where the Father- 
i|hood of God penetrates so- 
cietv and brings about a real 
|brotherhood of man. Coun- 
i'tries having a Catholic tradi- 
‘tion and culture have no race 
problem.” 

Neighbor: “Don't 
anvthing in their 
hood in Harlern?” 

You: “Oh, ves, they have a 
Clothing Room, a Recreation 
Center for children, Library, 
Thrift Club, Mother’s Club, 
and Study Room where 
courses in Liturgy, Labor, 
Co-ops. French, and other 
‘subjects are given.” 

Kilroy, Jr.. “To be more 
specific, our work does not 
end in ideas alone. Our ac- 
tivities are a result -of our 
Christian . philosophy which 
must be put into action and 
given to our fellowmen. This 
is a direct answer to our Holy 
|Father’s plea for a Christian 
cure for social ills, by study, 
work and prayer.” 

Neighbor: “Aren't 
something like a 
order?” 

You: “Not exactly. They go 
to Mass every morning and 
sav Prime and Compline 
|every. day, but they don’t take 
vows.” 

Rw: Jr “Not -exactly! 
NO! We ate LAY people, just 
like you. We go to Mass every 
;morning, as all Catholics 
should trv to do. Many alert 
Catholics today, through the 
‘influence of the liturgical 
movement. are uniting them- 
selves with the Church at 
jpraver by saying the Day 
Hours, though they are not 
‘obliged like their priest. who 
‘must say the Divine Office. 
'We don’t take vows, but base 
our spiritual growth on the 
icounsels of perfection — pov- 
\ertv, chastity and obedience— 
iwhich is the ideal of every 
Catholic. Our Holy Father is 
pleading for a more articulate 
laitv. This is what we strive 
to be.” 

Neighbor: “I don’t quite un- 
!derstand, but it must be all 
|right. Sounds so unusual.” 

You: “Why not visit Friend- 
ship House and see for your- 
self?” 

Kilroy, Jr.: 
Come to visit us. Please do 


they do 
neighbor- 


they 
religious 


} 








“That’s right. 


” 


Send a Christmas Gift to the Christ Child and His 


Brothers in Harlem 
He would welcome candy, Scout articles, dolls, toys, 
ping pong balls, playing cards, roller skates, socks, 
neckties, bracelets, shelleraft kits, clay, paints, crayons, 
pencils, pens, or money to buy ice cream for the Christ- 
Please put on a sticker what is in the 


Send it to whichever 









Who will bear that biting barb? 









cramped run-down neighbor- 
hoods which breed crime and 


UT PERFECT LOVE casteth out fear, Scripture says. ¢ 
disease. The logical way to re- 


O Lord, God of Infinite love, 
You faced the same accusers, 
You heard the same taunts and jibes, 

“He is the friend of publicans and outcasts, 

Yea, he eats at the same table with them.” 

Translated: 1946 

“He even walks the streets of Harlem and lives amongst them. 
“What good can come from Harlem?” 

Surely we who proudly call ourselves Christians 

Can bear to be mocked a little 

For a people who have been scourge 
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d too long. 
_ —Joseph MeGowan. 








FH you wish. 
Harlem F.H. 
34 W. 135th St. 
New York 30, N. Y. 


$+. Joseph's Farm 
Marathon City 
Wisconsin 


Chicago F.H. 
309 E. 43rd St. 
Chicage 15, Hl. 
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34 West 135th St., New York 30, N. Y. 






